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CONCEP TS AND 
CONNEC TIONS  

Gender identification reflects how a person wants to 

express gender, whereas sexual orientation refers to 

sexual or romantic interest. In science, there are few 

gender and sexual minorities. As a computer scientist 

and transwoman, Dr. Lynn Conway is an advocate 

for greater inclusion in science. * 

 

Did you know? 

A concept called superposition in Quantum computing 

refers to a value not being binary (i.e., 1 or 0) but 

instead the value has a fluid value or identity, like 

gender. 
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Beyond the Binary: Gender 

identity is the personal sense 

of one's own gender. Gender 

identity can be the same or 

different from sex. Each 

culture has a set of gender 

categories (often more than 

two) and people may identify 

with more than one gender or 

no specific gender.   
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sex? 

 

How might gender 

identification or sexual 

orientation impact recruitment 

and retention of people in 

STEM? 


