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CONCEP TS AND 
CONNEC TIONS  

Hayley Todesco’s fascination with science led her to 

an amazing discovery when she was only 16 years 

old. Although many girls may develop an interest in 

STEM, some lose interest by their mid-teens. This 

may be due to a lack of role models, gender norms 

and stereotypes, conformity to social expectations, 

and the patriarchal nature of STEM. Todesco’s 

persistence in following a career in STEM is 

exceptional, and can serve to inspire girls and young 

women interested in the STEM fields. 

 
 
Did you know? 

A recent study showed that while 5-year-olds would 

associate high intelligence with their own gender, by 

age 6, both girls and boys associated high intelligence 

as being a male trait.* 
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Grades 4-6 Grades 6-8 Grades 9+ 

What are some examples of 

social expectations? Do some 

of these affect girls and 

women wanting to pursue a 

career in STEM? 
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Are some social expectations 

more universal than others? 


